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The fifth edition of the most important economic forum between Italy and Africa, Italia Africa 
Business Week (IABW), ended in Rome on the sidelines of the Italy Africa ministerial conference.


The 2021 edition of the forum saw the participation of the Italian Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation, Marina Sereni, the Minister of International Cooperation 
and the Promotion of Public-Private Partnership of the Republic of Congo, Denis-Christie 
Sassou Nguesso, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Mali Abdoulaye Diop, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Madagascar, Patrick Rajoelina, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Liberia, Dee-Maxwell Saah Kemayah and the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Namibia, 
Nandi-Ndaitwah Netumbo.

Although the health provisions to combat COVID-19 have jeopardized the presence of African 
delegations and entrepreneurs, there was a strong participation with representatives of 
countries such as Ethiopia, Egypt, Mozambique, Democratic Republic of Congo, Senegal, Ivory 
Coast, Namibia, Liberia, Madagascar, Burkina Faso, Eritrea, Mali, Ghana, Kenya, Rwanda.

The fifth edition confirms Italia Africa Business Week as the ideal platform at the service of 
African and Italian institutions in support of the new diplomatic dynamic that Italy is trying to 
establish with Africa, a space in which African and Italian entrepreneurial realities can initiate 
and strengthen partnerships that are sustainable, economically and socially, and beneficial to 
both.
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“Non si tratta solo di  
affari, ma di spinta  
all’internazionalizzazione  
e alla cooperazione 
per mettere insieme  
vari attori italiani 
e africani”. 

Cleophas Adrien Dioma 
IABW Executive President
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Conferences, workshops, high-level panels, B2B and B3B meetings, vertical and dedicated sponsors, 
commercial partnerships and lots of networking: laying solid foundations on which to build a new business or 
start a process of expansion and / or internationalization of one's business, is a work that requires, among 
other things, an analysis that starts from mutual knowledge and awareness of one's own means and 
business needs.
The goal of IABW is to create the adequate conditions for entrepreneurs to know the tools available for their 
internationalization projects, to foster new partnerships between Italian and African SMEs, the heart of the 
business world on both sides of the Mediterranean. , involve companies with important capital oriented to 
start healthy and high-level partnerships with new African realities and institutions and capable of 
aggregating related companies.
Creating the conditions to encourage collaboration between Italy and African countries is the ultimate goal of 
IABW: to introduce excellence and know-how in the African market by promoting the exchange of 
knowledge, training and encouraging the creation of local structures and companies, creating clusters with 
high added value and employment at all levels and for all the actors involved.

FORMAL & INFORMAL APPOINTMENTS



ITALIAFRICA BUSINESS WEEKITALIAFRICA BUSINESS WEEK

Bu i ld ing 	 ba ck 	 better 	 together

›Consolidate the role of IABW as an effective and 
efficient tool for Italian-African economic and 
commercial cooperation.

›Promote and activate sustainable win-win 
partnerships.

›Consolidate an efficient meeting platform of high 
economic value that favors permanent dialogue 
between political decision makers and Italian and 
African economic operators.

›Encourage and promote publ ic-pr ivate 
partnerships

›Promote excellence and innovative start-ups 
with a high growth value.

›Encourage collaborations between Italian and 
African training institutions.

›Enhance training and the transfer of Italian 
know-how to Africa.

›Facilitate protected access to new markets.

›Enhance and promote projects and partnerships 
as part of a consolidated economic and 
environmental sustainability.

›Create a platform of connection between 
entrepreneurs and professionals of the African 
diaspora and the international economic world.

  OBJECTIVES                 
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During the two days, central themes were addressed, including cooperation, inclusive 
policies towards women and young people, training, taxation, biomedical, textile and 
fashion, agriculture and agribusiness, renewable energy, new technologies, digital 
media, safety, start- up with high growth value, tourism, security, business 4.0, financial 
instruments and innovation.


Particularly interesting and concrete were the meetings between entrepreneurs and 
between institutions and entrepreneurs; many B2G and B2B (formal and informal) in the 
two formats, face to face and online just to respect the synergy objectives of the forum.


The ministers present illustrated the opportunities offered by their countries to Italian 
companies.

SUMMARY OF THE TWO DAYS 
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  OPENING CONFERENCE          

The Italia-Africa Business Week forum is the result of the initiatives of the diasporas, 
with which the MAECI collaborates intensively. Over the years they have shown a 
strong will in wanting to combine love for their countries of origin with that for Italy. We 
are grateful to you for this, and I therefore hope for an ever-greater strengthening of 
our collaboration, for the benefit of an equal relationship between Italy and Africa, 
which lays the foundations for a stable connection between the two shores of the 
Mediterranean, in the awareness that this will undoubtedly be the 'African century. "

The President of Italia Africa Business 
Week, Cleophas A. Dioma, underlined 
that IABW is a natural follow-up to the 
Italy-Africa Ministerial Conference. A 
platform where after Politics and 
Diplomacy, we also talk about Business, 
partnerships in the pol i t ical and 
commercial fields, enhancing Italian 
excellence, making the skills of the 
professionals in the diaspora and the 
new generations available and the 
enhancement of made in Italy.

Speaking at the Italia-Africa Business 
Week forum, Deputy Minister Marina 
Sereni said: "In recent years, the 
Farnesina has promoted a pro-active 
p o l i c y i n t h e fi e l d o f b u s i n e s s 
internationalization, with a view of  
sustainable economic partnerships that 
are   mutually beneficial. Italy represents 
a natural model for African countries: for 
the role of small and medium-sized 
enterprises; for the balance between 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g v o c a t i o n a n d 
environmental sustainability and, finally, 
for the composition of our 'district' 
production structure.
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 SUMMARY OF THE TWO DAYS      

T h e M i n i s t e r o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Cooperation and Promotion of Public-
Private Partnership of the Republic of 
Congo, Denis-Christel Sassou 
Nguesso, recalled the excellent 
relations between Italy and his country 
with the presence of important 
companies such as ENI.

For the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation of Mali, Abdoulaye Diop, 
I tal ian smal l and medium-sized 
enterprises are the ideal partners of 
Malian and, more generally, African 
small and medium-sized enterprises, 
therefore, invites Italian SMEs to 
explore the market of its country.

"My country, Madagascar, greatly 
appreciates the way in which Italy 
approaches Africa with discretion and 
supports this forum which aims to 
improve relations between Italy and 
Africa and create relations in a win-win 
spirit" Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Madagascar, Patrick Rajoelina.

"Africa is not only the future in relation 
to the world, but also the present and 
our future is now," said Liberia's 
Foreign Minister Dee-Maxwell Saah 
Kemayah. "So, forums like Italia Africa 
Business Week are important and 
should be encouraged because they 
promote diplomacy between people 
and states".
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The presence of young people and women in the various panels and moments of 
reflection on relations between Africa and the Italy of the future was significant. 
Interesting ideas and solicitations came from the young people to whom we (organizers 
of the forum) are particularly interested. The future of relations between Italy and the 
countries of Africa must necessarily see the active participation of Afro-Italians.


The event ended with the Sahel, Security and Development panel in which Jean Leonard 
TOUADI, journalist and teacher, underlined the fact that Africa can represent, for others, 
an opportunity or a problem while for us Africans, Africa is a responsibility. And he 
stresses the need to persevere despite initiatives such as Italy Africa Business Week 
have not received the right media support, because it is an example of how to combine 
thinking towards an African future, responsibility and action in the present of the 
continent.

SUMMARY OF THE TWO DAYS.           
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In collaboration with BonelliErede and WAFA Marketing and Promotions we organized 
the 3rd  edition of the Ethio-Italian Business Forum. The initiative saw the participation 
of an Ethiopian delegation made up of about 30 companies, members of the Government 
and representatives of the main investment agencies.

Thanks to the most recent reforms, its fiscal incentives and the growing development of 
infrastructures, despite the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic, Ethiopia confirms itself 
as a growing economy capable of attracting international investments; It is a country full of 
opportunities for Italian companies, many of which have already successfully invested in it.

In the wake of the success of the second edition held in 2019, the Ethio-Italian Business 
Forum represents a platform for Italian investors and operators to analyze the business 
opportunities that Ethiopia can offer, with insights from a commercial, fiscal and regulatory 
point of view. .

The conference saw the participation of Ababi DEMISSIE, Director General for Foreign 
Direct Investments and Technology Transfer, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Giuseppe 
MISTRETTA, Central Director of Sub-Saharan Africa, MAECI, Sileshi GIRMA, CEO 
Tourism Ethiopia Commission and Tameru Wondm AGEGNEHU, founder of the Tameru 
Wondm Agegnehu Law Office in collaboration with BonelliErede.

The conference concluded with a networking lunch and a B2B and B2G networking 
session.

3rd EDITION OF ETHIO-ITALIAN BUSINESSFORUM TO THE 5 
EDITION OF IABW 
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A HUB OF 
CONNECTION 
AND SHARING 

BETWEEN ITALY 
AND AFRICA

To be a meeting platform for two worlds, 
Africa and Italy. Involve the largest possible 
number of African and Italian entrepreneurs, 
banks, investors, stakeholders and financial 
markets, representatives of international 
financial institutions, ministries, diasporas 
and experts.
italiani.

  OBJECTIVES OF IABW2021

COMPANIES

INSTITUTIO
NS

DIASPORA

OSC

THE NUMBERS 
OF THE FORUM

➢ + 250 participants

➢ + 350 subscribers connected from more than 

20 countries

➢   6 ministers (1 Italian and 5 African)

➢   98 speakers

➢ 19 panel

➢ Over 18 hours of live broadcast on 3 channels 

(Italian IABW, English IABW, French IABW)

➢ 1 pitch and 1 country presentation
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Emanuela Del Re 
EU Special Representative 

for the Sahel

Marina Sereni 
Deputy Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and International 
Cooperation - Italy

Giuseppe Mistretta 
Central Director in the 
Farnesiana for the sub-
Saharan region - Italy

Gianpiero Succi 
Partner BonelliErede, 

Corporate, Mergers and 
Acquisitions (M&A) Expert - 

Italy

Persona l i t i es
ITALIAFRICA BUSINESS WEEK

𝐃𝐞𝐧𝐢𝐬-𝐂𝐡𝐫𝐢𝐬𝐭𝐞𝐥 𝐒assou 

𝐍guesso 
Minister of International 

Cooperation and Partnership 
Promotionpubblico -  privato 

- Congo

𝐏𝐚𝐭𝐫𝐢𝐜𝐤 𝐑ajoelina 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Madagascar

Abdoulaye Diop 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Cooperation - Mali

Dee-𝐌𝐚𝐱𝐰𝐞𝐥𝐥 𝐒𝐚𝐚𝐡 
Kemayah 

Minister of Foreign Affairs - 
Liberia

Cleophas A. Dioma 
IABW Executive President - 

Burkina Faso
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Ali Coulibaly 
Ambassador of Mali to Italy - 

Mali

Abramo Abderrahmane 
Chabib 

Executive Director of the 
Italian Diplomatic Academy - 

Italy

Persona l i t i es 	
ITALIAFRICA BUSINESS WEEK

Mehret Tewolde 
CEO IABW - Italy

Djimé Adoum 
High Representative of the 

Coalition for the Sahel - 
CHAD

Albertus Aochamub 
Ambassador of Namibia to 

Italy - Namibia

Roberto Ridolfi 
President Link2007 - Italy

Ruggero Arico’ 
Vice President of 

Confindustria Assafrica & 
Mediterraneo - Italy

Diana Battaggia 
Director of UNIDO ITPO - 

Italy

Marta Sachy 
CEO  Aurora Foundation - 

Italy
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About 	us

"Forums like Italy Africa Business Week are important and should be encouraged 
because they promote diplomacy between people and states" Dee-Maxwell 
Saah Kemayah, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Liberia

“Think of IABW as a common space, yours and ours! As a space not to include 
but to share and create business opportunities and sustainable development for 
people! ". Mehret Tewolde, IABW CEO

"We can never say it enough, Africa is a land of the future, a land of wealth and 
opportunity. I really appreciate the fact that Italy considers every African country 
equally, as an opportunity. My country Madagascar greatly appreciates the way 
in which Italy approaches Africa with discretion and supports this forum which 
aims to improve relations between Italy and Africa and create relations in a win-
win spirit. " Patrick Rajoelina, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Madagascar

"Italy Africa Business Week, considered the most important economic event 
between Italy and Africa, opened this Saturday, October 9 in Rome and I 
presented the Congo and its opportunities" Denis Christel Sassou Nguesso , 
Minister for International Cooperation and the Promotion of Public - Private 
Partnerships - Congo

"For years, Italy Africa Business Week has been a privileged place for meeting 
and exchanging ideas and experiences between African and Italian 
entrepreneurs." Hon. Marina Sereni, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation

"We are not only here for Mali but also for Africa. It is the oldest continent in age 
but the youngest in its population which, for the most part, is under 25 years old. 
Help us, beyond the mining exploitation, to exploit this human potential ». 
Abdoulaye DIOP, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Mali
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La 5a  edizione di  IABW  
si svolgerà in  modalità  
ibrida: in  presenza e  
online  dal 09 al 10 
Ottobre 
2021  Villa 
Aurelia 
Via Leone XIII, 459  
00165 - Roma

Par t i c ipa t ing 	Coun t r i e s

• 20 countries represented, among others, by entrepreneurs, representatives of 
institutions, experts in the reference sectors, diplomats, lecturers and the diaspora 
who confirm how much the IABW forum now has an international dimension!


• Host Country: ITALY

ITALIAFRICA BUSINESS WEEK
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❖ Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation - Italy

❖ Ministry of International Cooperation and the Promotion of Public - Private 

Partnership - R.Congo

❖ Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation - Mali

❖ Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Madagascar

❖ Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Liberia

❖ Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Namibia

❖ Special Advisor to the Presidency of the Republic of Senegal

❖ Italian Agency for Development Cooperation

❖ ASSAFRIC & MEDITERRANEAN CONFINDUSTRIA

❖ BUSINESSMED

❖ CNA - National Confederation of Italian Artisans

❖ PROMOS Italia - Italian agency for internationalization

❖ Luiss Guido Carli University

❖ LINK2007

❖ AMREF

BECOME PART OF THE 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY, 
RELIVE THE EVENT AND 
CONSULT THE 
TECHNICAL MATERIAL!

Ins t i tu t ions
ITALIAFRICA BUSINESS WEEK
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IABW2021 	on 	 the 	Media

https://africa24tv.com/italia-africa-business-week-le-ministre-d-c-sassou-nguesso-presente-les-
opportunites-du-congo-aux-investisseurs-italiens/ 

https://africa24tv.com/le-ministre-abdoulaye-diop-presente-les-opportunites-dinvestissement-du-
mali-aux-hommes-daffaires-italiens/ 
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      RECOMMENDATIONS
1. The Italy Africa Business Week Forum concluded with the following 

recommendations:


2. Share the results of this forum with different actors of the Italian-African 
economic and commercial cooperation including the African embassies in Italy 
and the Italian embassies in Africa.


3. Work to strengthen International Cooperation within the activities of the forum.

4. Promote economic and commercial missions of Italian companies in African 

countries. 

5. Strengthen the knowledge of the opportunities offered by African countries to 

Italian companies through the organization of country presentations in 
collaboration with the African embassies in Italy and the Italian embassies in 
Africa.


6. Promote the organization of sectoral and thematic mini forums in both Africa and 
Italy.


7. Strengthen the role of African embassies in Italy in economic and commercial 
cooperation programs and activities.


8. Strengthen university cooperation through exchanges and cooperation activities 
between African and Italian universities.


9. Support small and medium-sized enterprises - which are the backbone of the 
entrepreneurial system of many African countries and the characteristic of the 
Italian entrepreneurial system.


10. Promote information and encourage dialogue between the various actors 
regarding the benefits of enhanced economic and commercial cooperation 
between Italy and African countries.


11. Investing in communication to present the model of the Italian economic, 
commercial and industrial sector which is not well known in Africa.
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Conc lus ion

Arriving at the 5th edition of the IABW is certainly a sign of credibility, concreteness and 
therefore success!

Perceived at its birth as a madness, a whim, of the African Diaspora in Italy, it has, year after 
year, revealed itself to be a Connection Hub between Italy and Africa, a Space for Sharing 
Ideas, projects and knowledge, a Summit between institutions, entrepreneurs and young 
professionals! A Space-Time in which to pass from words to facts, from saying business to 
doing business, a moment in which to build a relationship of trust and therefore solid 
partnerships: between private individuals, between public and private, between public and 
public.

The IABW forum is increasingly a hotbed of sustainable ideas, proposals and projects that talk 
about innovation, digitization and ecological transition in areas and sectors of common 
interest between Italy and Africa.

On these issues, the participants in the 5th edition of IABW were also able to meet and above 
all with women and young experts to "rebuild better together" Italy and Africa in the post-
pandemic and try to face the challenges that the crisis aggravated by the global pandemic of 
the SARS-CoV-2 poses.


Thanks for the success of this edition goes to MAECI for their collaboration, to AICS, to the 
main sponsor BonelliErede for their support, to all partners and to the Villa Aurelia Congress 
Center for believing in it with us and supported!


Thanks to all participants and see you next year!
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Partnersh ip

MEDIA PARTNER

PARTNER

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF

SPONSOR

OPENING CONFERENCE SPONSORED BY
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info@iabw.eu 
+39.333.2246672 
+39.338.7749076 
www.iabw.eu

JOIN THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY AND 
PARTICIPATE IN THE EVENT FOR YOUR 
COMPANY AND YOUR PRODUCTS.


